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[Introduction] 

Topic:  Ease your reader into the essay. Don't just tell us what's going on. Show us, so that we 

are prepared for the complex argument you are going to present.  

 Two-sentence summary: Make sure you tell us what text we are working with and the necessary 

information about that text (author, year of publication, plus any other relevant information).   

 Thesis: (last sentence of the intro paragraph)  

[1
st 

Body Paragraph] 

Claim: 

 Illustrate:  “          ” (citation).   

 Analyze: (Your Analysis should be the bulk of body paragraphs) 

 Repeat I & A as necessary to make your argument.  

[2
nd

 Body Paragraph] 

Claim: 

 Illustrate:  “          ” (citation).   

 Analyze: (Your Analysis should be the bulk of body paragraphs) 

 Repeat I & A as necessary to make your argument.  

[3
rd

 Body Paragraph] 

Claim: 

 Illustrate:  “          ” (citation).   

 Analyze: (Your Analysis should be the bulk of body paragraphs) 

 Repeat I & A as necessary to make your argument.  

[4
th

 Body Paragraph] 

Claim: 

 Illustrate:  “          ” (citation).   

 Analyze: (Your Analysis should be the bulk of body paragraphs) 

 Repeat I & A as necessary to make your argument.  

Conclusion 

Examine your body paragraphs and evaluate your findings. Do not simply restate the paper or the 

thesis. You want to reiterate, which is to say you want to reinforce your argument. Attempt to 

answer the larger “so what?” question.  

  

  

  

 


