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dirrct l  t l r rr t  night in comfort  and plcasrrre. In fact,  she was in
corrsiclcrable pain throughout, ancl irr two days, after her
clclivery, with her baby she died.

At the funeral, the three men stood lookrnq at her body in
its coffin. In their hearrs, each spoke ro hcr.

General Florent Claude du Chireler-Lorrroncl said, I rvill
be remembered only because I was marriecl to vou.

Lieutenant Jean FranEois Saint-Lamberr slid. I arn a fool
forever.

Frangois Marie Arouet de Voltaire thought, My dearest
friend in all this world, goodbye.

This great nran wepc bitter, honest tears, and continued to
make love to his niece.

YANN MARTEL

We Ate the Children Last

' "Y' t t  
FIRSr HUMAN tr ial  was on Pat ient D, a f i f ty-six-

$ year-old male, single and childless, who was suffering

from colon cancer. He was a skeletal man with white, blood-

less skin who could no longer ingesr even clear fluids. FIe was

aware that his case was terminal and he waived all rights to

legal redress should the procedure go wrong' His recovery

rvas astounding.Two days after the operation, he ate six lunch

meals in one sitting. He gained rwenry-four kilos in two

weeks. Clearly, his liver, pancreas, and gallbladder, the source

of sreatest worry, had adapted to the transplant.The only side

ellect noted at the tinre concerned his diet. Patient D rapidly

came to dislike sweet dishes, then spicy ones, then cooked

food altogether. He began to eat bananas and oranges with-

out peeling them. A nurse reported that one morning she

found hirn eating the flou'ers in his room.

The French nredical tearn felt vindicated. Until then. the

success rate of full-organ xenografts was zero; all transplants

of animal organs to humans-the hearts, livers' and btlttc
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lu.u l () \ \  of 'babo6ps, the kidnevs of cf i i l rp: tpzees-had fai led.
l l r t '  . r r l ' r ' rc l l  achievement in thc f lc l r l  * ' r rs the graft ing of

Irrgr '  l r . ' . r r t  valves to repair  hurnan hc.rr ts.  . rncl .  to a lesser
( ' \ t ( ' r t ,  o f  p jgs 'sk in  o ' to  burn  v ic t in rs . ' f l re  tc . r ' r  dec ic led  tc r
( ' \ . l l l l i l le the species more closelv.  Rut the process of rencler_
rrrl pigs' orgalrs inrmr-rnoiogicallv incrt 1..rr.r.cd tlifficuh,
.rrrd lbw organs were cornpat ible.  The potent i l l  o i  the pie's
digestive sysrem, despite its biological flexibilitl,; srrrred rittlc-
interest in the scie'tific co''runity', especially' arrr.'q the
America's; it was assurned that the porcine orllan r,r,ould be
too volu'ir.rous and that its high caloric outpr.rr *,ouici
i 'duce obesity in a hunran. The Fre'ch rvere cerrai '  thar
their  s imple sol tr t ion to rhe double problenr-using the
dieestive systenr of a snraller, pot-bc-llied species of piq-
'n'ould become the stufT of scienrific lege'cl, i ike Neu,ton's
apple. "'We have put irrto this rnarr a source of enersv both
cornpact and porverlul-a Ferrari cngine!" boastecl ttre leader
of the nredical teanr.

Pat ient D was nronitored closely ' .When asked aborir  rvhar
he ate, he rvas evasive. A ' is i t  to his apart 'c ' . r  threc nronths
after the operat io '  revealed that his ki tche'  rvas barre.:  rr .
had solci  evervrhing in i t ,  includine fr idee and srove, ancl  hrs
cupboards were elnpty. He finailv confessed that he u,.cnt
out at ' ight and picked ar sarbage. Nothi .g plcasccl  hir '
nrore, he said, tiran to gorge hinrself on putrid saus:l{-Jcs. rot_
ten frui t ,  mor-r ldy br ie,  baguetres gone green, skins rrrr t i  car-
casses. and other soured lei tovers and ki tche'  * ' r rstc.  I le
spent a good parr of  the night doing this,  he adnri t tccl ,  s ince
he no longer fbl t  the need for ' ruch sleep rrr t l  *as e'rbar-
rassed about his cl iet .  The rnedicai  tear '  * .rr l . l  ha'e beerr
concernc'd except that his haemoglobirr  r .<lrrrr f  r . , ,as excel-
le. t ,  his blood pressure was ideal,  an. l  f i r rr l rcr rcsrs revealed
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what was plain to the eye: the rnan was bursting with good

health. He was srronger and fitter than he had been in all his

life.

Regulatory approval came swiftly. The procedure replaced

chemotherapy as the standard treatment for all cancers of the

digestive tract that did not respond to radiotherapy'

Its Bons Samaritains, a lobby group for the poor, thought

to apply this wondrous medical solution to a social problem'

They suggested that the operation be nrade available to those

receiving social assistance. The poor often had unwholesorne

diets, at a cost both to their health and tO the state, which had

to spend so much on medical care.What better, more vision-

ary renredy than a procedure that in rcclucing food budgets to

nothing created paragons of fitncss? A cleverly orchestrated

canrpaign of petitions ancl prc>tcsts-" illdlilutritittn: z6ro! Defcit:

ztro!,, read the banners-easily ovcrcanre the hesitations of

the government.

The procedure car.rght on arnong the yotlllg and the

bohemian, the chic and the radical, anrong all those who

wanted a change in their lives. The opprobriurn attached to

eating garbage vanished completely. In short order, the restau-

rant became a retrograde institution, and the eating of pre-

pared food a sign of artachmenr to deplorable worldly values.

A revolution of the gut was sweeping through sociery'

"Libertt! Libertt!" was the cry of the operated'The meaning

of wealth was changing. It was all so heady.The telltale mark

of the procedure was a scar at the base of the throat; it was a

badge we wore with honour.

Little was made at the time of a report by the soci6t6 protec-

trice des animaux on the surprising drop in the numbers of

stray cats and dogs. Garbage became a sought-after conlnl()ci-

iry. lJnscrupulous racketeers began selling it' Dumps bec'rttrtc
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t l . t t t t i t ' t , , t t r  pl ; tccs. Garbage Col lectors g,cre assaultecl .  The less
Ior  t111, , , t ( ' '  r ' t ' ro r tcd  to  ea t i l tg  q rass .

I  l r . rr  . lc l  pcoplc began va' ishi 'g rvi t l r .ut  a trace. Mothers
ir  l r , r  l r rrr l  turned away mon)entar i ly 'uvcre t l r rdine their  babv
( ,il r' l:rqcs enrpty. The government reacted s\.iftlv In a matter
,t tlrrt-e days, the arnrv descended upo. c\r(-r' one of rhe
.pcr;rted, without discriminatiorr benvecn the lerv-abiding
.rrrci thc crinrin:rl.The ne\\,spaper Lt, Cttrltorr Librc rric,ci to put
()'t a protest. but the pohce raided their oflces ancl o.lv a
harrdful of copies escaped desffrrction. Ther:e rvere terrible
scenes durirrq the roundup: neruhbotrrs clerronncine neiqh_
bours, chilciren be'irs separated fro.i thcir farriries, 'ren-
wonrer and chi ldren being str ippeci in publ ic ro look tor
telling scars, sur''rrrr' cxecLrtions of people who tricd to
esc;rpe. Internnrent canlps werc- set up, nearlv alrn"'ays in srnall,
ren')ote towns: Les Mi l lcs.  ( i r rrs,  Lc- Vernet d 'Ar i iec. Bcaune-
la-Rolande, Pithiv iers,  l \6c6b6clotr .

No provisions \vere rrrade tor fbocl  i '  a ' r ,of  rhc ca'rps.The
storv was the sanre i '  a l l  of  thcnr:  f i rst  thc t letai 'ecs ;r te thcir
clothes and went naked. The' the rveaker 're' ancl wonren
disappeared. The' the rest oi the wolren. The' .rore of the
me..The' we ate those we loved ' rost.J 'hc last k.ow. pr is-
orfer \,'as an exceptional brute by the nanre of Jean proti.
After forri,-orre clays rvithout a 'rorsel of food except his o*,.
tcles and ears, and after thirrv hours of incessant screanrinq, he
d ied .

I escaped. I stil l have a good appetite, but therc is rr '.rrrl
r.t in this country that even I can't digest. Everl'.rre knerv
*,,h;rt happe'ed, and hou' ard where. To this cl.r' c'r,rv.nc
kr r , ^ r ' s .  Bu t  no  one ta lks . rbout  i t  and  no  o l r ( ' i *  * . . , i r , . .  L r . , . , r r
l ivc u, ' i th rhat.

CLAUDIA SMITH

My Lawrence

'  sr^" IN BEo and rv:rtch as my android gets ready for his

dar'. He sprav-shorvcrs, thelt cotnbs his black hair. He' \^'ears

the oxfords I  pickerl  ot t t  f i r r  hinl .  My f lvor i te color on hi t t r

is eugshell bluc'; it britrss <'rut thc bltrc irt his gold-flecke'd

eves. Everv rtroruitrg. after he pucs the cofl:e on for nte, he

leaves nrc a note. Mary Alicc', it will sly, have a goocl day. t' l l

be hotne soon to trtlke you happl'. Thc rvords only varied

once; he r tsed to sar" ' l  u ' i l l  be h<ttne." Now he savs," l ' l l  be

honre."

Mv lr t t l roir l  arr . l  I  . r rc r trovi l tg ot l t  to thc coul l t ry l )c. \ t  vcar.

Lar,,'rence is mv anclroid'.s tranre, althor-rgh thev don't call hirn

that at work. They call hinr Arbor, nry last nanle. They didn't

take to hinr at first-hei onlv the second android they've ever

enrploved-but after a r,vhile, they rvarnred up to lrirl. His

boss told nre once ire sotrretit.tres fbrgets hinrself, alnlost askecJ

hinr out for a beer last ntonth.

Lawrence was prolnoted-or, I shor-rld say, I was pronlotc(i,

bec.rusc lcgal lv al l  h is earntngs are Ir t inc. He u'orks rvi t l l  corrt-


