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A .

B.

Happy End ings

John and Mary mect .

\\ 'hat happens next?

I f  r  ou \ \ 'ant  a happy'  ending,  t ry  A.

John and Mary fall in love and get married. They both
have worthwhile and remunerative jobs which thev find
stimulating and challcnging. They buy a ch:rrming house.
Real estate values go up. Eventually, rvhen they can
afford l ive-in help, they have rwo childrcn, ro whom
thcv are devoted. The children turn out rvell. John and
\Iary have a stimulating and challenging sex l ifc and
rvorthwhile friends. They go on fun vacations together.
They retire. Thev both have hobbies which they find
stimulating and challenging. Eventually they die. This
is the end of the storv.

Mary falls in love withJohn butJohn doesn'r fall in love
with Mary. He merely uses her body fbr selfish plea-
sure and ego grarif ication of a tepid kind. Hc comes ro
her apartment twice a week and she cooks him dinner,

1.'ou'l l  notice that he doesn't even consider her worth the

5 5



S u D o E N  l i t c - I ' I o N  l N  t  t . . t r N . \  r  r ( , \  \ r .

pr ice oIa d inner  out ,  and af ter  hc 's  c i r tcn t l )c  t l inner  he

l i rc l is  hcr  ancl  af ter  that  he fa l ls  r rs lccp,  u h i lc  shc docs

t l r t ' t l is l r t 's  so hc u.on ' t  th ink she's  unt idr ,  having r r l l  t l . rosc

, l r r  t  r  , l i s l r . s  l l i r r q  : r r o r r r r t l ,  and  pu t - s  r l r r  f i esh  l i ps t i ck  s r r

r l r ,  l l  1 , , , , 1 .  l q r x , t l  r r  l r t ' r t  l r c  u l t l <cs  up ,  bu t  when  he  u 'akcs

r r1 ,  l r t  , l , , (  \ l l ' l  (  \ (  n  n . l i r ' t ' ,  l t r ' l t t t t s  t l r r  h i s  socks  and  h i s

: l r , r r  t r  , r r r , l  l r i s  p . u r t s  , r r r t l  l r i s  s l r i r t  : r n t l  h i s  t i e  a n d  h i s

s l r , , t  s ,  t l r l  r t  r ( ' r ' \ (  r ) r  . l t  t  l t , r n l  l l r (  , , r t t ' i t t  u l r i c l ' r  h c  t r x t k

l l r t t n  o t l .  I l t  t l o t p t t ' t  t . t l . <  , r l l  . \ l : t t t ' r  t ' L t l l t t s ,  s l l t ' l r t l i c s

t h c r r r  o l l  l r c r s c l l ' ,  s l r c : t c t s  r t s  i l  s l r r " s  t l t r r r q  l i , t  i l  t ' r t ' l t

t ime,  not  l recause shc l ikcs scx cxact l \ ' ,  s l tc  t l rest r ' t ,  l r t t t

she wants John to th ink she docs bccausc i l - thcr  t lo  i t

often enough surely hc'l l  get used to hcr, he'l l  cornc to

cicpencl on hcr and ther, rvil l  get nrarried, butJohn g<les

( )u l  t l l ( ' r l oo r  s i l l r  l r r r r t l l v  s ( )  r nuch  xs  a  good -n igh t  and

t l r r t  t  t l ; r r  s  l : r t t ' r '  l t t '  l t t l r r s  u l )  r l l  s i \  o ' c l ock  l t n t l  t l ' r c v  t l < l

t l r t  r t  l r , , l t  t l t t t t q  r , \ (  t  . l 1 1 : l r r .

\ l . r r r  q t t s  r r r r r - r l , r r r r r .  ( . r ' r i r r q  i s  l r ; r r l  l i r ' 1 , t t r ' l : r t t ' ,
( \ ( ' l ' \ ' ( ) n ( '  l i r t ous  ( l t : t t  l t t t t l  s< t  t l ocs  . \ l : r r t  l r t t t  s l t c  c : t t t ' (

s top.  l )coplc at  work not ice.  Her l ' r icnds te l l  hcrJohn is

a rat, a pig, a dog, he isn't good enough for her, but she

can' t  bel icve i t .  Ins ide - f  ohn,  she th inks,  is  another  John,
who is  r . l . ruch n iccr .  

' l -h is  
other  . f  ohn u i l l  cr rcrqe l ikc a

l r r r t tcr l lv  l ' r -orr r  : r  c( )c() ( )n,  , r . l : rc l i  l ' r 'or r t  : t  I rox,  : l  [ ) i t  l l -or I l  i l

l ) r - u l r (  .  i l  r  l r t '  l i r s t  . l o l r r r  i s  on l v  s t l r r eeze r l  cnough .
(  ) r r t  t  r t  r r i r r q . l , r l r r r  t ' o r r rp la i r t s  a l l ou t  t he  f bod .  He  has

n (  \  (  l  (  t , r np l ; r i r r t ' r l  : t l u r r r t  t hc  f ood  bc fo re .  N Ia rV  i s  hu r t .

l  l t  r '  l l i t ' r r r ls  te l l  hcr  thev 've seen h in l  in  a rcstaurrur t

r r  i t l r  r r rot l rer  \ r ' ( )n lan,  whose nanle is  Maclgc.  l t 's  no(

cven N{adgc that  f ina l ly  gets to Mar\ ' :  i t 's  thc rcs l : lur ru l t .

John has never  taken Mary to r  rcst : l r r r i ln t .  \ l r r r r  co l -

lects a l l  the s leeping p i l ls  ant l  : tsp i r ins s l rc  crut  l ind,  and

takes them and r r  hal l -  : t  l ro t t l t '  o l  s l rc t ' t ' t .  \ 'ou can see

C.

Arwrxro I tloplr.y Endings

u hat kind of a r.r,oman she is by the fact thlt it 's not

even whiskey. She leavcs a note for John. Shc hopcs

he'l l discover her and get her to the hospital in t irr-re and

repent  and then thev can get  marr ied,  but  th is  fa i ls  to

lrappen and she clies.

.fohn marries r\{adge and everything continues as

i n . , \ .

John, u'ho is an older man, falls in love with \ ' lart ', ancl

Nlarr-, who is only twenty-two, feels sorrv for him

because he's worried about his hair falling out. She sleeps

u'ith him even though she's not in love with hirn. Shc

nret him at work. She's in love r.vith someonc called

James, who is t\r 'enty-two also and not ]. 'et reacll ' to set-

tlc do"l 'n.

John on the contrary settled down long ago: t l 'r is is

rvhat is botherins him. John has a steady, respectatrle

iob and is gettine ahead in his field, but Nlarv isn't

i r lpressed bv h im, she's  impressed by Janres,  who has

l rnr.rtorcycle ancl a tabulous record collection. But James
is often away on his motorcycle, being free. l ' 'reedorn

isn't the same for girls, so in the meantime NIarr. spends

Thursday evenings rv i th  John.  Thursdays are thc onlv

davs John can get  awav.

-John is married to a woman called Madge and thev

have nvo children, a charming house which thev bought

iust before the real estate values went up, and hobbies

which they find stimulating and challenging, r.r 'hen they

have the time. John tells N'larv how importlnt she is tcr
him, but of course he can't leave his wife becausc a com-

mitment is a commitment. He goes on about this more
than is necessarv and Mary finds it boring, but older
men can keep it up longer so or, the wholc sl.rc has a
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l ) .

S u n l r t . . N  l i r ( .  r  r ( ) N  I  x  r  r  t r N - . \ ' t r o N A r -

fa i r l y  g r x r t l  t i r r r e .

Onc day Jarrrcs lrt 'r 'r 'zt 's irt ort lr is rrrotorcvcle rvith sclnrc

top-grade Cal i forn i : r  l r r l r r i t l  r r r r r l  . l  r r r r res and Nlary get

h igher  than you'd t le l icvc possi l r lc  r rnt l  thct '  c l imb into

bed.  [ tveryth ing becomcs vcrv t rnt leru: r lcr ,  l ru t  a long

conrcs John,  who has a ke_v t< l  , \ lar r ' 's  : rprr r t r r rcnt .  He

l inr ls  them stoned and entwincd.  I  lc 's  h; r r t l l r  in  anv

lxrs i t ion to t le  jea lous,  consider ing Madgc.  lxr t  r rcvcr-

t l rc lcss l rc 's  ovcrcome wi th despair .  F inal lv  l ' rc 's  rn i rk l lc-

r rqct l ,  i r r  t \ r ' ( )  \ 'cars he ' l l  be bald as an egg and he can' t

s t : rnt l  i t .  I  lc  prr rch:rscs a hanclgun,  saving he needs i t  for

tarqct  l ) r l lc t icc- th is  is  thc th in par t  of  the p lot ,  but  i t

can bc dcalt with latcr-and shoots the tu.o of them and

lri nrsel f.

Madge, after a suitable period of mourning, marries

an understanding man called Fred and evervthing con-

t inucs as in  . , \ ,  l ru t  unc]cr  d i f fcrcnt  names.

l i rcr l  : t r t t l  \ l lc lgc l t : tvc no pro l l lc rns.  
' l 'hev 

gct  a lor . rq

c\cc l ) t i ( )nrr l ly  u c l l  r rnc l  r r lc  gtxrc l  a t  'nr" r l rk ing out  : rny l i t t le

t l i l ' l ic t r l t ies that  nrav ar ise.  IJut  thc i r  charn ' r ing house is

l,) thc scashore and one dav a giant t idal \! 'ave

rrpproaches. lLeal estate values go down. f 'he rest of the

story is about what caused the tidal 'uvave and hou' thev

escape from it. Thev do, though thousands rlroun, l lr.rt

Frcd and Madge are v i r tuous and luc l<v.  F inal lv  on h iq l - r

ground they c lasp each othcr ,  u 'c t  and c i r ipp ing and
gr l tc l i r l ,  r rnr l  cont inuc : rs  in  . . \ .

Yt 's ,  l r r r t  l ; rc t l  l ras a l la i l  hcar t .  
- l ' [ re  

rest  of  the story is

; r l rorr t  I rou l< int l  r rnr l  r rnc lcrstanding they both are unt i l

I ' 'r 'ctl t l ics. 
' l 'he 

n Maclge devotes herself to charity u'ork

unt i l  lhc cncl  of  A.  I f  you l ike,  i t  can be "Nladgc,"  "can-

ccr , "  "qui l tv  and confused,"  and "b i rd u 'atching."

'\rwooo lHappl Endings

F. If you think this is all too bourgeois, makeJohn a revo-

lutionary and iVlarv a counterespionage agent and see

how far that gets you. Remember, this is Canada. You'll

sti l l  end up with A, though in between you may get a

lustful brawling saga of passionate involvement, a

chronicle of our times. sort of.

You'l l have to face it, the endings are the same however you

slice it. Don't be deluded by any other endings, they're all fake,

cither deliberately fake, with malicious intent to deceive, or iust
motivated by excessive optimism if not by downright sentimen-

ta l i ty .
'fhe 

onlv authentic ending is the one provided here:

John and Mary die. John and Mary die. Jobn and Mary die.

So much for endings. Beginnings are always more fun. 
'frue

connoisseurs, however, are known to favor the strctch in berween,

since it 's the hardest to do anything with.
'fhat's 

about all that can be said for plots, which any\\, 'ay are
just one thing after another, a what and a what and a what.

Now trv How and Whv.

m
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