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Legalization of Prostitution

I. Introduction:

A. Attention Getter:  Did you know that prostitution is legal in Canada, most of Europe including England, Frances, Wales, Denmark, etc, much of South America, including Mexico also in Israel, Australia, and many other countries.  It is legal or either tolerated in most of Asia and even Iran has special rules allowing prostitution.  So why are the sexual rights of consenting adults being denied in the United States, except in some parts of Nevada?
B.  Purpose/Thesis:  Prostitution being legal would only benefit us as a whole.  The information I will be sharing with you today will help you to see why prostitution should be legalized.

C.  Cite Sources:  My information comes from ProCon.org, Alternet.org, sexwork.com, bunnyranch.com, and an article from CNN at businessandmedia.com.

D.  I will discuss the problems facing our sex care providers and how we all can benefit from the legalization of prostitution.
II. Problem/Issue:  The benefits that legalization can bring includes decrease of crime, decrease the spread of disease, as well as an increase in the increase in our economy.

B. Evidence:


1.  Sex care providers do not report crimes against themselves for fear of prosecution.  In a quote from Professor Kirby Cundiff from Northeastern State University “It is estimated that if prostitution were legalized in the United States, the rape rate would decrease by roughly 25% for a decrease of approximately 25,000 rapes per year.”


2.  The spread of STD’s and HIV/Aids can be decreased because with legalization comes law requiring regular testing of sex care providers and the ability for them to seek medical attention without fear of discrimination or prosecution.


3.  The economy can also benefit by decreasing the amount of money spent on prosecuting sex care providers and their customers by approximately $11 million per year according to CNN.  Also with legalization comes revenue from taxes paid by sex care workers and the brothels they work for causing economic growth.
III. Solution:  

A.  The solution to the problems that face our sex care providers and our economy can be prevented with legalization.  We can help give them back their rights that they as human beings deserve.  They should not feel that they are less than we are.

B.  Example:  An example of legal prostitution in effect and working well would be at the Carson City, NV Bunny Ranch.  It was established in 1955 and is run by Dennis Hof.  At the Bunny Ranch, they require that only individuals 18 years of age and older are allowed to engage in sexual activity.  The bunnies are required to have weekly STD/HIV testing and condoms are mandatory.  Since 1986 when regular testing became required in Nevada not one single brothel  has tested positive for HIV.  The bunnies and the Ranch itself pay taxes.  In Nevada brothels pay in 70% of the counties property taxes.  There is also no evidence of crimes being committed at the establishment.  

C.  I know some of you have a moral issue with the legalization of prostitution but rest assured it can be a good thing if properly regulated.  We can give rights back to those who have lost them, help protect them, and help our economy.  As Catherine La Croix said “Why is it illegal to charge for what we freely dispense?  Sex work is no more moral or immoral than the chocolate or distilling industry.”
D.  So today I urge you to ask yourself to think about what I have discussed and I hope you will agree and help to change the way sex care providers live.  You can go to www.gopetition.com to sign up to make a difference in someone’s life that may never have a voice.

IV. Question:


1.  How many of you remember how much money per year can be saved from not prosecuting sex care providers?


2.  How many estimated rapes can be prevented with legalization of prostitution every year?
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