Persuasive Discussion Assignment

By completing this assignment, you will be able to develop and present a persuasive speech without the use of a manuscript, create and use questions to lead discussions with your peers, think about serious social issues, and improve your public speaking skills by giving another presentation.  

In order to meet these goals, you should choose a partner and a timely subject that will evoke interest and spark communication for the class.  One partner must argue for and the other partner must argue against.  Each person will have 3-4 minutes to introduce the situation using support from statistics, testimony, and illustrations.  You will then lead the audience in discussion for 2-3 minutes.  YOU MAY NOT USE A MANUSCRIPT.  Only brief notes (5) (3x5 cards) will be allowed during your presentation.  You will be evaluated on the following criteria. 

	· Presentation of the problem and your solution

	· Familiarity with the topic

	· Qualified sources cited

	· Ability to elicit responses

	· Ability to control turn taking

	· General attitude toward topic and assignment

	· Delivery

	· Time limit:  For every minute over or under the time limit –5 points (time limit is 3-4 minutes)


Possible topics include the following:  There can be no duplication of topics; to ensure that you receive the topic you want, choose early and let me know.  

	· Adoption:  doing away with privacy
	· Banning tobacco in all public places

	· Adoption:  interracial, international, etc.
	· Political/military intervention

	· Drug testing for financial aid recipients
	· Cloning/genetic research

	· Drug rehabilitation:  paid by employers
	· Raising/lowering the minimum drinking age

	· Stricter DUI laws
	· FDA approval process for drugs

	· Drug dogs in high schools
	· Smokers’ vs. nonsmokers’ rights

	· Child care for the nation
	· Immigration reform

	· Caring for the homeless
	· AIDs cure paid for by the US government

	· Social Security’s future
	· Allowing off-shore drilling

	· Hazing in fraternities/sororities/clubs
	· Legalizing steroids for pro athletes

	· Socialized medicine/health care
	· Mandatory armed forces service

	· Drug testing for welfare recipients
	· Censorship of music/art/etc.

	· Paying college athletes
	· Sex education in high schools

	· Birth control in high schools
	· Reinstitution of the military draft

	· Raising the minimum age for tobacco
	· Legalizing marijuana

	· Gay and Lesbian Unions
	· Legalizing prostitution


You may choose one of these topics or any other similarly controversial topic that is of importance locally, nationally, or internationally.  The instructor must approve all topics.  Please refrain from the following subject areas (to avoid serious value conflict and because they are overused topics):  

· Capital punishment

· Cruelty to animals/lab testing

· Euthanasia (Mercy Killing, Doctor Assisted Suicide)

· Abortion

· Any religious beliefs 

