Informative Speaking Concepts

Informative vs. Persuasive Topics

An Informative Topic Tends to Be Non-Controversial

· Do not approach the topic in order to generate conflict; rather, you goal should be to educate.

The Informative Speaker Does Not Intend to Change Audience Attitudes

· You seek a response, but that feedback should be one of understanding rather than seeking agreement.

Techniques of Informative Speaking

Define A Specific Informative Purpose

· Use your thesis to convey a finite goal of the speech.

· Convey what you’re going to tell them clearly.

Create Information Hunger

· Give them a reason to what to hear what you have to say.

· Understand their motivation for listening and respond to those needs.

· Appeal to both their specific and general needs.

Make It Easy To Listen

· Remember that you have a limited amount of time; don’t overload your audience.

· Use familiar frames of reference to convey unfamiliar concepts.

· Use analogies and other commonly know information to illustrate difficult concepts.

Emphasize Important Points

· Repetition can reinforce important points.

· Clearly emphasize important or integral points (ex: “This will be on your test . . .”).

Use A Clear Organization And Structure

· Use the strategy of having an introduction, a body, and a conclusion.

· Remember: “Tell them what you’re going to tell them, tell them, and remind them of what you just said.”

Use Supporting Material Effectively

· Use examples to illustrate, not to impress.  Supporting material should always be both APPROPRIATE and EFFECTIVE.

· Examples, analogies, anecdotes, visual aids, statistics, and an actual demonstration are all effective means of illustrating information.

Use Clear Language

· Make certain that your language is precise, to the level of your audience, and avoids cursing, slang or jargon.

Generate Audience Involvement

· Get them to invest themselves in the speech.  

