The Last Lecture Group Discussion
In class, you will be watching a DVD of Randy Pausch’s “The Last Lecture.”   Randy gave this presentation at Carnegie Mellon University as part of a visiting professors series.   The series was entitled “Journeys” and   professors were asked to impart wisdom they had gained during their careers. The title for Randy’s presentation was “Really Achieving Your Childhood Dreams.”  At the time, however, Randy was battling cancer and this was his last public presentation.   Subsequently, his presentation has become known as “The Last Lecture.”

As we watch the video in class, pay close attention to his use of effective speechmaking techniques.  Be sure to note how he develops a connection with the audience, his effective use of PowerPoint to support his speech, and his effective use of transitions, vocal citations, support devices, and other speech mechanisms such as attention getters, previews, brakelights ,  recaps, and clinchers. 

1. How does Randy use to gain the attention of the audience? 
2. What does Randy say is his “Elephant in the Room?”   What does he mean by this?  What is an Elephant in the Room? 
3. What types of support devices did Randy use in his presentation?  Try to think of as many as you can and classify them according to type. Analogies, anecdotes, examples, quotes, compare/contrast, definitions, rhetorical questions.
4. What did you think about the bar chart Randy used to show classmate comparisons?
5. Did Randy utilize his PowerPoint effectively?  Explain parts you thought he did well or did not do well. Did he follow the CVS and FUR principles?

6. In addition to PowerPoint, what were some of the visual aids that Randy used in his presentation?  Did you like them?
7. How did he clinch his speech through a question and a reference to an earlier concept?  Is it effective?
8. Did you enjoy the presentation?  What were you favorite or least favorite parts?
9. Did you feel a connection to Randy?  Why?  How did he create this connection? 

10. Was he likeable?  Why or why not?

11. Do you think his presentation was outlined?  Why or why not? 
12. Do you feel that his speech was well-rehearsed?  What makes you think so?  
13. He did not use any scholarly research from journals or books, but was his support appropriate for this topic?  Why or why not?
14. What were Randy’s strengths as a speaker?

15. What were Randy’s weaknesses as a speaker?

