Movie Assignment:  View and Analyze one of the following movies: worth 10 points
Option #1:  Crash (R)
 Crash (2005) is a movie directed by Paul Haggis and starring Sandra Bullock, Brendan Frazier, and many others.  It explores the impact one person’s perceptions and preconceptions can have on others.  As you watch the movie, think about whether or not this movie is an accurate portrayal of life in America today.  Are you ever guilty the behaviors portrayed by the characters in this movie? Also, think about how buying into stereotypes influenced the actions of the actors in the movie and contributed to the final outcome.  Must be typed.
1. Give a brief 1-2 paragraph synopsis of the movie. Include major characters, plots, and outcomes.  What was the dominant theme in this movie?
2. Why is this movie named Crash?  Is there a literal as well as a metaphorical reason?
3. In this movie, how many different groups (racial, gender, culture, etc) were affected by the use of stereotypes? Name them.
4. Which character in the film was the most interesting to you?  Explain with details and description.
5.  In a review of Crash, Roger Ebert says, “One thing that happens, again and again, is that peoples' assumptions prevent them from seeing the actual person standing before them” (rogerebert.com).   Choose one scene and point out the specific assumptions that prevent one character from “seeing” another character as an “actual person standing before him.”
6. Which character would you describe as a “redeeming character” in the movie? Why? 
7. Describe three scenes that bothered or interested you the most?  Why? (Be specific in description and analysis)

8. At the end of the movie, how did you feel about the young police officer played by Ryan Phillipe?

9. Do you think this movie is an accurate portrayal of life in America?  Why or why not?

10. What three stereotypes explored in the film do you feel are most prevalent in the American society?

11. What lessons can be learned from viewing this movie?

12. Did you like this movie?  Why or why not?
Option #2:  Mean Girls (PG-13)
Mean Girls (2004) a movie directed by Mark Waters and featuring Lindsay Lohan and Rachel McAdams is about a young girl who moves to a high school and a new culture.  This movie chronicles her struggle to find her place in her new school. It is based on the book, Queen Bees and Wannabes by Rosalind Wiseman.  As you watch this movie think about whether this movie is an accurate portrayal of high schools today or is it an exaggeration?  How would you react if you were in the same situation as the movie’s primary character?  Answer the following questions.  Must be typed.

1.  Give a 1-2 paragraph synopsis/overview of the movie. Describe major characters, plots, and outcomes.
2. What were the dominant themes of this movie?

3. What is the name of the high school in this movie? How does the high school  in Mean Girls resemble the one you  went to?  How was it different?

4. What were the names of all of the cliques in this movie?  

5. Were you part of a clique in high school?  If so, what characteristics defined your group? Which group from the movie do you feel is most like your high school group?
6. Do cliques serve a purpose?  Do you feel they are bad?  Why or why not?

7. Who is nominated every year for the Spring-Fling Queen? Who is crowned queen at the dance?  Did you find this surprising?  Was it realistic? Why or why not?

8. What is the Burn Book? Do you think it was difficult for Ms. Norbury to forgive Cady?   How do you think you would respond if you were in her place?

9. Have you ever participated in an activity to “get back at” another group?  How did it make you feel at the time?  How do you feel about it today?  Do you know others who have played dirty tricks or tarnished others’ reputations to get even?  
10.  What benefits go along with being part of the “popular” crowd?  Does it have any bad points?

11. Now that you are in college, do you feel differently about the friendships you had in high school?  Do you think college will affect your friendships? 

12.  Do you think cliques and stereotypes still play a part at the college level?

13. What are the main thoughts you took away after watching this movie?
Option #3:  Remember the Titans (PG)
Remember the Titans (2000) is a Disney production directed by Boaz Yakin and starring Denzel Washington, Will Patton, Ryan Gosling and a young Hayden Panttiere. It is about the integration of a local high school and chronicles the struggles the football team goes through in order to unite and produce a winning season.  As you watch this movie think about whether you feel it is a true reflection of racial bias as it occurred during the time period reflected in the film?  Do you think this bias still remains today, has it disappeared, or has it simply changed?  Answer the following questions for extra credit.  Must be typed.

1. Give a 1-2 paragraph synopsis/overview of this movie including major characters, plots, and outcomes.
2. What is the dominant theme of this movie?

3. This movie is based on a true story.  Do you feel like the movie version is an accurate portrayal of the racial tensions of integration during this time?  Why or why not? 

4. What is the name of the high school?

5. What is the nickname given to Ronny Bass?  Why?

6. Why do you think the movie begins and ends with a funeral scene?

7. What three scenes in the movie were the most enlightening to you?  Why?

8. Do you think the players would have bonded it the team had not won?  Why or why not?
9. Do you think this specific racial bias still exists in the high schools today?  Why or why not? Does any racial bias exist?  If so, how have you seen it demonstrated in your school?

10. In Remember the Titans racial prejudice was a key element.  What other types of prejudice do you see in our society?  (Specifically what other groups other than those racially different are subject to ridicule or scorn.)  

11. Do you think you have ever been guilty of prejudice?  What feelings do you think motivate prejudice?

12. In one scene, Gerry tells his mom that if she would just get to know Julius she would like him.  She replies, “I don’t want to get to know him.”  How does this reflect the problem our society battles in erasing prejudice?

13. Have you ever been the victim of prejudice?  Explain.
