You’ve Got a Friend in Me
Friendships are fragile things, and require as much handling as any other fragile and precious things." 
-Randolph S. Bourne

Friendship is a wonderful journey on a highway that is sometimes filled with potholes and sharp turns.   Sometimes traversing these bumps in the road can be difficult.  What would you do for your friends?  What do you expect from your friends?

Please read the following scenarios and think about how you would handle these friendship dilemmas. We will discuss your answers in class.
************************************************************************************

WHEN IT COMES TO LOVE…….A Friend Should
Two very close friends have been dating for several months.  They appear to care for each other a lot.  However, you believe that you are in love with one of them. At times you feel the affection is returned but feel that maybe nothing has been said because you have been silent about your own feelings.  As a friend, what should you do?  What would you do?  

a) Open up about my feelings to the one I love

b) Remain silent

c) Tell both  people how I feel

d) Open up about the way I feel to the one I am not in love with
e) Get someone else to tell your “crush” how you feel and see what happens 

f) Other______________________________

I would ________________________________________________________________.

I should _______________________________________________________________.
Why?  __________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

WHEN IT COMES TO MARRIAGE…….A Friend Should
You are good friends with Bob and Susan who are married.  You have heard through the grapevine that one of them may have been unfaithful.  They have two children and seem to have a happy marriage.  You live in a small town where everyone knows everybody else’s business.  However, many times rumors get started that are false.  As a friend, what would you do?  What should you do?

a) Say nothing since it may not even be true
b) Tell both Bob and Susan together so that they can deal with the problem together

c) Confront the spouse who may have been unfaithful 

d) Confide the information to the faithful spouse
e) Call another friend to get more of the juicy details 

f) Other_____________________________________________________________

I would_____________________________________________________________________
I should_____________________________________________________________________
Why?________________________________________________________________________

WHEN IT COMES TO MONEY……..A Friend Should
Your best friend is in some very serious financial trouble.  You believe that he made some bad financial decisions.  He comes to you and asks for a loan which he says he would repay over time.  You have the money saved but had planned to use it to take a special trip. You have been saving for several years to take this trip.   What would you do?  What should you do?

a) Tell your friend that you are sorry but that you are going to use the money for the trip
b) Loan your friend the money 
c) Tell your friend that you would love to help, but you don’t have any money yourself

d) Give your friend the money and tell him that he doesn’t need to worry about paying it back.  After all that is what friends are for.

e) Other______________________________________________________________________
I would ___________________________________________________________________________
I should___________________________________________________________________________
Why?_____________________________________________________________________________

WHEN IT COMES TO CHEATING… A Friend Should

You are in a biology class with several of your close friends.  In anticipation of the first test, the group gathers to study.  One friend shows up with a copy of a test used by this same professor in a previous semester.  He offers to share the test with all of you.  Two of the friends take him up on his offer, but several of you decline saying that you feel that this may violate the school honor code.   It turns out that the new test is almost identical to the old one.  When the tests are returned the friends who looked at the advance test all make A’s.  You and most of the other students make low B’s or high C’s.    You learn that your friend also has copies of other tests used in the previous semester.  What would you do?  What should you do?
a) Say nothing don’t get involved, but study harder for the next test

b) Ask to look at the future tests, after all if you can’t beat them join them

c) Tell the instructor what happened without giving names

d) Tell your friends to confess or you will turn them in

e) Other______________________________________________________________________

I would   ___________________________________________________________________________
I should  ___________________________________________________________________________
Why?_____________________________________________________________________________

