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Topic:  “Risky Teenage Drivers”

General Purpose:  To inform

Specific Purpose:  After my speech the audience will be able to list four reasons why teenagers are “at risk” drivers.

INTRODUCTION

I Attention Getter/Orienting Material:  
A Illustration: Tell story about recent teenage driver accident with Mark and Melanie (Personal Experience)
B Show picture of wreck
II Thesis Statement:  Teenage drivers pose the greatest risk for automobile accidents and fatalities
III Preview of Main Points: Due to inexperience, distractions, alcohol use, and excessive speed, teenagers face an increased vulnerability. 

Transition Statement:  First, let’s take at look at the problem of inexperience and driving.
BODY
I Teenage drivers are more likely to have accidents due to inexperience.

A Most teenage drivers are inexperienced when they receive their license.
1 Some teenagers did not drive until they received learner’s license.
2 According to the Dept. of Transportation website, teenagers are only required to have 40 hours behind wheel.  (vocal citation)
B Only 30% of all teenage drivers have taken a course in driver’s education. (statistic)
C Teenage drivers have very little experience with defensive driving.
1  They are like a child learning to walk.  It takes a lot of practice to become competent. (Analogy)
2 Studies show that most teenagers get so startled when encountering dangerous drivers that they do not think to blow the horn.
Transition:  Now that we have talked about the problem with inexperience, it is important to think about all of the distractions teenagers face when driving.
II Teenage drivers are more likely to have accidents due to distractions.
A Teenagers are more likely to engage in cell phone use while driving.

1 According to a study in the July 2006 edition of the Mass Communication Journal, 95% of all teenagers own cell phones. (vocal citation)
a In the book, The Teenage Brain by John Knox, teenagers are much more easily distracted than adults in their early twenties. (vocal citation)
b Teenagers receive more social calls.

2 As stated in the AJC, June 26, 2006 issue, most teenagers also text while driving.  (vocal citation)
B Teenagers are more likely to listen to loud music while driving.

1 Radio Today noted in its October 19, 2006 airing, that teenagers are more prone to listen to loud music. (vocal citation)
2 Additionally, in this report, host John Dixon, noted that teenagers switch stations more frequently than adults. (quote)
C Teenagers are more likely to be distracted by fellow passengers while driving.

1 Teenagers tend to carry more social passengers than adults (compare/contrast)
2 Teenagers are more likely to be distracted by friends. 
D Teenagers are more likely to eat while driving.
1 Teens purchase three times as much fast food as adults according to the magazine, Health Today in its May 2006 issue. (vocal citation) (compare/contrast)
2 In fact, teens eat 50% of all meals in the car.  (statistic)
3 I was a great example of this.  At one point, my mom stated that she could not see the floorboard of my car because of all the McDonald’s wrappers. (anecdote)

Transition Statement:  So as you can see, inexperience and distractions are real problems; however, this is only part of the problem.  There is one issue that most of us are already familiar with, it is alcohol!

III Teenagers are more likely to have accidents due to alcohol (DOT).
A The majority of teenage deaths are caused by drinking and driving.

B Testimony: According to Bill Brown in the Journal of Medicine last month, many teenage drivers are not aware of being intoxicated. 
IV Finally, teenagers are more likely to have accidents due to excessive driving. 
A Teenagers are not as aware of speed as are adults according to the book, The Teenage Brain (vocal citation)
B Teenagers are greater risk takers than adults.

CONCLUSION

I I hope you can see that teenage drivers face an increased risk of being involved in a traffic accident.

II Review of Main Points:  “Due to inexperience, distractions, alcohol, and excessive speed, teenage drivers are simply more vulnerable to driving accidents.
III Clincher:  Refer back to opening story: As the number of teenage drivers increase and the number of fatalities rises, an understanding of these issues is needed.  Maybe with a greater knowledge of these facts accidents like that of Mark and Melanie can be avoided.
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